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WEATHER Changing times 
High: 80 Dolphins move on in 
Low: 70 
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Enjoy a bit of winter 
minus the snow on a 
camping adventure. 
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Eat Beat 


Tasty food from 
Florida makes a 
yummy holiday gift. 


Who’s been 
visiting 
Trump at 
Mar-a-Lago? 
Its a secret 


By SKYLER SWISHER | Staff writer 


President Trump is expected to head 
to his Winter White House in Palm 
Beach for the holidays, but records show- 
ing who will be rubbing elbows with the 
first family at Mar-a-Lago aren’t available 
to the public. 

The Trump administration has swat- 
ted down attempts by government 
watchdog groups to obtain White House 
and Mar-a-Lago visitor logs through the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

On the campaign trail, Trump vowed 
to “drain the swamp” and rid Washington 
of lobbyists peddling back-room deals. 

But in court, his administration has 
argued that visitor logs fall under the 
Presidential Records Act, which means 
the information could be kept secret up 
to 12 years after Trump leaves office. The 
Obama administration initially fought ef- 
forts to make its White House visitor 
information public, but ultimately agreed 
to settle a lawsuit by turning over some of 
the records. 

Alex Abdo, a senior staff attorney at the 
Knight First Amendment Institute at Co- 


See VISITORS, 19A 


Middle school 
makeovers focus 
on engagement 


Job skills, more electives 
among ideas for change 


By SCOTT TRAVIS | Staff writer 


South Florida students may soon at- 
tend a new type of middle school, where 
they learn job skills, take more electives 
and get less homework. 

Middle school serves students in 
grades six to eight — the time when 
students are least engaged and parents 
are the least satisfied, school officials 
say. So they are looking at a makeover. 

“Kids don’t really feel the passion and 
excitement of being in middle school 
that they do when they are in high 
school, nor the connection they do 
when they are in elementary school. A 
lot of times they’re bored,” said David 
Christiansen, deputy superintendent 
for Palm Beach County schools. “You 
can’t fool parents. If they perceive their 


See SCHOOL, 19A 


Care-home owner cited 
prior concerns over A/C 


He told of need to evacuate if power failed; 12 died as patients stayed put in Irma 


By MEGAN O’MATz | Staff writer 


FORT LAUDERDALE — Representatives 
of the Hollywood nursing home where a 
shocking number of people died after days 
without air conditioning have said they 
acted prudently in not evacuating the build- 
ing. Such a move can be dangerous to the 
frail and elderly. 

But several years earlier, the owner’s legal 
team had a different view. In a court filing in 
January 2015, Dr. Jack Michel’s lawyers said 
an air conditioning failure at the Rehabilita- 


4 Sun Sentinel 
1 investigates 


tion Center at Hollywood Hills would be a 
“catastrophe” and “the facility would have 
to be shut down and the patients evacuated.” 

The assertion was made in Broward Cir- 
cuit Court in a foreclosure case. At the time, 
Michel and his South Miami Larkin Hospi- 
tal held the loan on the building, 1200 N. 
35th Ave., and were working to take over the 
nursing home and an adjacent psychiatric 


hospital from a family battling Medicare 
fraud charges. 

Michel was willing to front the cost of 
repairs and upgrades, including replacing 
“deteriorating” air conditioning chillers and 
installing a new generator. But he wanted to 
recover the money out of the proceeds from 
any foreclosure sale and needed judicial ap- 
proval. 

“If/when the chillers break down, the 
facility would have to be shut down and the 


See HOME, 19A 


HOLIDAY LIGHTS SURVIVE LAWSUIT 


GRANT STEMLER/CORRESPONDENT 
Plantation spent nearly a half-million dollars in taxpayer money to fight the display at 1201 NW 14th St. 


Plantation tried to say no to the ho-ho-ho, but family’s display is back and bigger 


By Lisa J. HURIASH | Staff writer 


The sparkle is back in Mark Hyatt’s yard, and it’s 


brighter than ever. 


His family’s massive Christmas display lights the 
night with a seemingly infinite number of bulbs, and this 
time, there even are LED lights for extra pizzazz. 

The Plantation attraction — one of South Florida’s 


In the past, Hyatt has estimated using about 200,000 
bulbs at his home, but this time, he doesn’t offer a tally. 


gether,” he says. 


most controversial — is in full swing, drawing groans 
from neighbors and cheers from visitors. 


You’re welcome to figure it out. “We can count it to- 


The display features lit gingerbread men, toy soldiers, 
reindeer and a Ferris wheel that gives stuffed animals an 
endless ride. There’s an inflatable cocoa cup — even a 
real Santa posing for photos with children on his lap. 


See DISPLAY, 18A 
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WORLD 


S. Koreans worry about Olympics’ cost 


For many in poorer regions, worries over costs have 
cast a shadow over the Games. 5A 
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We reach nearly 1.5 million adults every week with the combined resources of: 


So D Forum Publishing Group 


Commuters can kiss perks goodbye 


Tax bill eliminates incentive for private employers 
to subsidize employees’ transit, parking costs. 6A 


ot 


Calif. fires approach wealthy enclave 


Surging winds drive flames toward celebrity haven 
of Montecito, northwest of Los Angeles. 8A 


Featured Services & Amenities: 

e Elegantly Appointed e Serenity Room 
Ewing! Spaces e Activity Rooms 

e Restaurant Style Dining “Fives Teun by 

e Country Kitchen 

e Full Service Bar 

State-of-the-Art Theatre 


e Library 


Care Staff 
e Nurse Call System 


e Fitness Gym 


Symphony at Boca Raton, an exclusive and innovative 
Supportive Independent Living Assisted Living and 
Memory Care community. 

NOW TAKING ADVANCE RESERVATIONS!!! 


Landscaped Courtyards 


e 24-Hour Compassionate 


e Medication Management 
e In the Moment® Memory Care 
e Life Enrichment Activities 


e Weekly Personal Laundry 
and Housekeeping 


e 90 Assisted Living Apartments 
e 42 Memory Care Apartments 


OPENING © on 


(561) 288-5985 
www.symphonyatboca.com 
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‘Assisted Living & Memory Care 


21865 Ponderosa Drive, Boca Raton 


For more information, 
Call or Visit Us online Today!!! 


8337 


